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WEAR	LOVE		
Introduction	to	the	Theme		
Stephanie	Engel	
	
“So,	chosen	by	God	for	this	new	life	of	love,	dress	in	the	wardrobe	God	picked	out	for	you:	
compassion,	kindness,	humility,	quiet	strength,	discipline.	Be	even-tempered,	content	with	
second	place,	quick	to	forgive	an	offense.	Forgive	as	quickly	and	completely	as	the	Master	
forgave	you.	And	regardless	of	what	else	you	put	on,	wear	love.	It’s	your	basic,	all-purpose	
garment.	Never	be	without	it.”	—Colossians	3:12–14	(The	Message	Bible)	
	
	
Consider	your	favorite	piece	of	clothing—the	well-worn	flannel,	cozy	sweater,	or	lucky	
jersey.	Behind	each	garment	is	a	story:	the	fibers,	the	hands	that	crafted	it,	and	the	care	
required	to	stay	in	your	wardrobe.	Love,	much	like	clothing,	has	a	journey.	Rooted	in	God’s	
love,	it’s	woven	into	our	lives,	connecting	us	to	others	and	guiding	our	actions.	As	Paul	
writes	to	the	Colossians,	love	binds	us	together	through	virtues	like	kindness,	humbleness,	
calmness,	steadfastness,	and	forgiveness.	These	qualities	strengthen	our	relationships,	
reflecting	God’s	love	in	every	interaction	and	aligning	us	with	the	values	that	create	the	
good	life	God	wants	for	all	of	us.	
	
As	campers	explore	this	message	this	week,	they’ll	discover	stories	of	individuals	
embodying	Christ-like	virtues	that	illustrate	God’s	love	in	action.	They	will	find	space	to	
wonder	what	it	looks	like	for	them	to	put	on	the	all-purpose	garment	of	love	at	camp,	in	
their	home	lives,	and	in	the	world.	As	God’s	love	weaves	us	together,	strengthening	us	
even	when	we	feel	worn	down,	campers	can	also	name	that	wearing	love	has	its	
challenges.	Campers	will	practice	how	to	share	love	sustainably	and	passionately.	
Through	this	journey,	campers	will	come	to	understand	their	place	in	the	tapestry	of	God’s	
love,	a	story	that	binds	us	all.	
	
Through	Bible	stories	and	activities,	campers	will	try	on	this	God-given	wardrobe,	exploring	
the	characteristics	of	love	and	the	visible	ways	we	share	love	with	others.	We	wear	love	
when	we	

● recognize	that	love	is	central	to	our	identity	as	children	of	God	
● explore	how	love	empowers	us	to	act	in	the	world	
● reflect	on	how	our	love	can	bear	witness	to	God’s	work	in	the	world	
● understand	how	love	sustains	us	even	when	we	feel	weary	
● see	how	love	weaves	us	together	into	a	community	of	believers	
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Kindness	
	
On	day	1,	campers	will	explore	how	love	shapes	who	we	are,	both	inside	and	out,	through	
acts	of	kindness.	Rooted	in	God’s	love,	we	are	called	not	only	to	empathize	with	the	
experiences	of	others	but	also	to	respond	with	action.	Through	the	story	of	Elijah	and	the	
widow	of	Zarephath,	campers	will	learn	how	love	moves	us	to	care	for	those	in	need,	even	
in	challenging	times.	As	they	build	an	identity	grounded	in	love,	they’ll	see	how	God’s	love,	
revealed	in	Jesus,	transforms	the	world.	Love	is	at	the	heart	of	who	we	are.	When	we	live	
boldly	as	love	in	action,	God	multiplies	that	love,	spreading	it	throughout	the	world.	
	
Humbleness	
	
On	day	2,	campers	will	explore	what	it	means	to	love	others	through	humbleness.	Through	
the	story	of	Zacchaeus,	they	will	learn	how	humility	means	serving	others	by	putting	their	
needs	first	and	recognizing	our	limitations.	By	humbling	himself	and	making	amends,	
Zacchaeus	joins	God’s	work	of	restoration,	a	model	for	how	we	can	also	restore	what	others	
have	lost.	Campers	will	explore	how	humbleness	allows	them	to	participate	in	God’s	justice	
and	mercy.	They’ll	also	hear	the	story	of	Jesus	washing	the	disciples’	feet,	an	act	of	servant	
leadership	showing	that	love	lifts	others	up.	
	
Calmness	
	
Paul	encourages	a	community	under	pressure	to	stay	connected	with	God	and	others,	
especially	in	the	face	of	chaos	and	exhaustion.	Just	as	Jesus	remained	calm	during	a	storm,	
Paul	urges	believers	to	trust	God’s	presence	and	find	peace	within	themselves.	Campers	
learn	that	self-care	is	essential	to	living	out	God’s	love.	Through	prayer,	friendship,	and	
reflection,	they	practice	noticing	God’s	presence	in	all	circumstances.	As	they	prepare	to	
return	home,	they	carry	these	messages	with	them,	understanding	that	nurturing	their	
well-being	is	a	holy	act	that	enables	them	to	live	and	share	God’s	love	sustainably.	
	
Steadfastness	
	
The	story	of	the	Prophet	Jeremiah,	who	was	called	by	God	as	a	child	just	like	young	
campers,	illustrates	that	God	invites	them	to	share	love	steadfastly.	It’s	essential	to	
recognize	that	doubts	are	part	of	the	journey—Jeremiah	certainly	did!	Yet,	even	in	
moments	of	uncertainty,	God	equips	us	to	express	love	with	a	peace	that	transcends	
understanding.	Campers	will	also	learn	from	Jesus,	who	faced	his	moments	of	distress	yet	
assured	the	criminal	beside	him	on	the	cross	that	they	would	be	together	in	paradise.	This	
teaches	us	that	we	don’t	need	to	have	everything	figured	out	to	share	God’s	profound	love	
for	the	world.	
	
Forgiveness	
On	the	final	day,	campers	will	celebrate	how	love	weaves	us	into	a	community	rooted	in	
grace	and	forgiveness.	Through	the	stories	of	Joseph	forgiving	his	brothers	and	Jesus’s	
resurrection,	campers	will	see	how	God’s	love	connects	us,	calling	us	to	forgive	and	be	
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forgiven.	As	campers	prepare	to	go	home,	they	will	reflect	on	how	they	can	continue	to	
Wear	Love—embracing	it	as	individuals,	fostering	it	within	their	communities,	and	sharing	
it	in	the	broader	world	as	they	claim	their	place	in	God’s	tapestry	of	love. 


