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After 18 months of prayerful 
deliberation, study, and 
discussion, the Lutheran 
Camping Corporation has 
successfully negotiated an 
agreement of sale to purchase 
221 acres of land adjacent to 
Camp Nawakwa with settlement 
expected some time in 
September, if all goes according 
to plan.  “This is a very exciting 
accomplishment.  Adding this 
land to Nawakwa opens all 
kinds of new ministry 
opportunities for the Lutheran 
Camping Corporation at 
Nawakwa,” said Marianne 
Brock, Nawakwa’s camp 

director.  The impact of a larger camp site for the 
summer camp program will be immediate, as the new 
acreage is rich in biodiversity and increases Nawakwa’s 
present size by about 2/3.  The additional land will 
provide the summer camp programs considerable new 
areas in which to explore, hike, do nature and 
environmental activities and expand.  Additionally, the 
enlarged camp site presents opportunities to grow and 
extend the LCC’s ministry at Nawakwa.  The recently 
completed strategic plan has identified significant future 
ministry possibilities, which are presently being 
discussed, studied, and investigated by the staff, and 
various committees of the board. 
 
� �������� 	 �� 	
 ��� 	
	

� �#$$%$�& �#$��'$( �&) �! *#�'�+$ �, �#% �



 

��������	
����	

����
��
	��	�������	

���	������������		

�������	����	�����	

������	
�	���	�
���	

�
�����	��
	���	�

��	

��	���	������	������	

���	����	���	����	�������	��	���	����	��	�
���	���� 	�
��	
�	��	�
	����	�	���������	
	

��	��	�
�����	��
��	
�	�������
��	����	���	 ������� 	�������	�
��
����
�	���	�����	���	�
	����	

�	�����	���
	��
�	
��	
�	
��	������	����	��
�����	� 
�	���������	����
���		���	����������	

!���	���	�������	�
	"������	�������	��
	�
���	
���� ����	��	������	�
	�������#		$����	���	

��������������	�����������	���	�
��������
��	����	� ��������
	���	������
	�
���������	�
	����	

���
����	��
����	����	���	�
����	�����	�
���	������ ����
	�
	�
����	������	����������
���	
	

%���	���	
�����	��	

����	��������	

�����
��	�����	

��	

��
�	��������	

��������	���	����
��	

�
�	������	��	�
������	

�
�	�������	�
	������	

�����������	���	

��������		��	��	�
�	���	

�������	�
��
����
�	

����	��������	�������	

���	������	���	

�����
��	�
�
��	��
	

����	�����	
�	&'	(	&')))	

����	
����	

'




 

In the summer of 2006, Dante, a student at St. Ignatius 
Nativity School for underprivileged boys in Baltimore, 
MD, had the opportunity to attend Nawakwa for a week at 
the urging of his teacher, former Nawakwa counselor, Julie 
Miller.  Julie describes Dante as a child who has difficulty 
trusting adults.  His week at Nawakwa was quite different 
from home, to say the least.  He was not only accepted into 
his cabin group, he was given room to stretch out and 
parameters to honor.  Safely tucked into a cabin after lights 
out, he was able to talk quietly and laugh with his 
cabinmates and Jesse, his counselor.  Worshipping at 
Upper Temple, participating in Bible study discussions, and 
singing and dancing at meals and campfires with everyone 
else made him feel like part of something... good. 
 
At the end of the week, Dante retuned home and attended 
high school.  Throughout the school year he kept 
in touch by email with kids from his cabin 
group and with Julie Miller.  He often asked 
Miller if the Camping brochure was 
available and when he would be able to 
register.  This summer Dante 
returned to Nawakwa for the Sr. 
High Amazing Grace Camp.  
On their drive to camp 
from Baltimore, he asked 
Miller if Jesse would 
be at camp again.  
(Jesse IS in camp, 
and Dante 
was 

thrilled to see him.) This year 
Dante has become a leader in his 
cabin group, freely sharing his 
gifts, participating wholeheartedly 
in service projects, and 
entertaining the campers and 
counselors by singing ALL the 
songs with unbridled enthusiasm. 
 
Dante is just one of over 100 
campers who attended 
Kirchenwald or Nawakwa on 
Camperships this summer.  The 
total amount needed to fund their 
participation is over $35,500.  
Please consider making a gift to 
the Campership Fund so that our 
camps may continue to welcome 
those who never dreamed that 
they could be part of something  
so... good. 
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If you have been on this earth 70½ 
years or more, and have an IRA 
account, you have a unique 
opportunity to create a camping legacy 
in central PA. 
 
The Pension Protection Act of 2006 
(PPA 2006) created a new charitable 
gift planning opportunity.  Under PPA 
2006, an IRA owner age 70½ or older 
may make a direct transfer to charity.  
IRA rollover gifts can be transferred 
from either a traditional or Roth IRA, 
but they must go directly to the  
public charity. 
 
Because the law sets a significant 
ceiling, this option allows for a pace-

setting gift. The transfer may be up to 
$100,000 per year, and since the limit 
is for “a taxpayer,” a husband and wife 
could each give up to $100,000 from 
separate IRA accounts. 
 
After all, IRA owners age 70½ and 
older must take a required minimum 
distribution (RMD) each year.  This 
type of IRA charitable rollover 
qualifies for the donor’s RMD.   (This 
law does not apply to 401k, 403b or 
other qualified pension accounts.)  
Furthermore, the IRA charitable 
rollover distribution will not be taxable 
on the donor’s federal tax return.  The 
donor will not report the qualified 
charitable distribution (QCD) in his or 

her taxable income.  Therefore, a QCD 
could lead to substantially reduced 
incomes and lower income taxes for 
many IRA owners.  However, because 
the distribution is not added to income, 
the gift cannot be counted among the 
itemized deductions for that year.  (Of 
course, that also means that the 
donation does not count against the 
maximum charitable gifts allowed in 
that year.) 
 
Unfortunately, at present this 
opportunity will expire at the end of 
2007, unless Congress acts to extend it.  
So time is of the essence!  If you 
qualify for this new option, we hope 
you will consider how this legislation 
may be a part of your giving plan to 
Lutheran Camping Corporation  
this year. 
 
If you are considering making this type 
of gift, we suggest that you seek the 
advice of your tax and/or financial 
advisor in the near future.  (Although 
the LCC and its staff are not financial 
advisors, it will be very helpful for you 
to notify the Lutheran Camping 
Corporation (LCC) if you are planning 
this type of gift.)  Another suggestion 
would be to contact Pr. Greg Kramer at 
the Lutheran Planned Giving Office at 
570-374-2044 or call the ELCA 
Foundation at 800-638-3522,  
ext. 2970. 
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“Successfully negotiating this land purchase has been a long and challenging 
process, and we are thrilled with this outcome and the many possibilities it 
presents for the LCC,” said Mike Youse, LCC Executive Director.  He 
added, “Now comes the new challenge of conducting a capital campaign to 
finance this purchase.”  This capital campaign, approved this spring by the 
Synod Council of the Lower Susquehanna Synod, is in its formative stage, 
with a campaign steering committee being assembled and other preparations 
being made.  The capital campaign will gather momentum through the fall 
and continue through the following three years.  “We are confident the 
campaign will be successful,” said Youse.  He added, “This is not a venture 
we went into hastily; we really did our homework to get ready.”  A major 
part of that homework was conducting a capital campaign feasibility study 
earlier this year which found widespread approval for making this addition 
to Nawakwa and that there is the necessary financial support among the 
LCC constituency to successfully conduct the capital campaign and make 
the dream of adding to Nawakwa a reality. 
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September 12 Former Nawakwans Retreat 

October 2-4 Adult Study Retreat at Nawakwa 

October 7 Fall Foliage Day at Kirchenwald 

October 14 Fall Foliage Day & Quilt Auction  

 at Nawakwa 

October 19-21 Extreme Women’s Retreat at  

 Kirchenwald 

October 30 Day of Prayer at The Wittel Farm 

November 9-11 Women’s Craft Retreat 

December 1 Advent Day Apart at Wittel Farm 
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After a prayerfully deliberate search process, Pastor David Clark has been hired as Director 
of Development for the Lutheran Camping Corporation.  Pastor Clark comes to the LCC staff 
well-acquainted with outdoor ministry.  “My parents met at Nawakwa in the 1930’s. My first 
church camp experience was as a fourth grade camper at Nawakwa in the 1950’s.  Although 
we moved to western Pennsylvania the next year, I attended Nawakwa’s sister camp, Camp 
Sequanota, as a camper and worked there on the grounds and kitchen crews, as a counselor, 
and for two summers as Associate Director,” said Pastor Clark.  Pastor Clark has also been a 
strong advocate for the LCC, encouraging persons both young and old to attend, and has been 
a participant himself whenever he was able. 
 

Pastor Clark brings broad and considerable development experience to the LCC.  He was 
ordained in 1973 and served for 15 years in two parishes, the first being Point Township 
Lutheran Parish outside Northumberland, PA, and the second in Waynesboro at Evangelical Lutheran Church.  His previous work in 
financial development includes four years as Associate Director for Resource Development and Public Relations for Lutheran Social 
Services South, eleven years called to the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg in the positions of Director of Development 
(1991 - 1993), Vice President for Seminary Advancement (1993 - 1995), and Vice President for Planned and Capital Giving (1995 - 
2000).  He also served as Regional Director for Advancement for Diakon Lutheran Social Ministries working out of the 
Mechanicsburg office, and at Messiah College as a Senior Development Officer.  Also, during the past 18 years of specialized 
ministry, he has served at various times as interim pastor or stated supply to 6 congregations in the Gettysburg and Hanover 
conferences, as well as doing Sunday supply preaching across the Lower Susquehanna Synod. 
 

When asked about coming to work for the LCC Pastor Clark said, “I consider it a distinct privilege to serve as Director of 
Development for the Lutheran Camping Corporation as we go into the exciting next phase of service to the Church in central 
Pennsylvania.  I believe my fund raising experience is a good match for the opportunities and needs before us.  I am looking forward 
to working with the many friends and supporters of outdoor ministry to strengthen and enlarge our services to and for the church.” 
 

Pastor Clark is married to Tara J. Clark.  They have two grown children,  Christy and Nathan. 
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